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PLANNING A CHRISTIAN WEDDING 
 Congratulations! Since you have made the decision to get married and have 
come to the church, then you desire a Christian wedding. St. Paul Lutheran Church is 
pleased to be a part of this special day and guide you through your plans. So that this 
will be a day you remember with joy, we offer these guidelines to help you in the  
planning of a Christian wedding service. 
 It is right that your vows be exchanged in the Lord’s house since God is the 
creator of the marriage covenant. In His wisdom and love God created a relationship 
in which man and woman would complement and fulfill each other—mentally,  
emotionally, physically, and spiritually. When properly understood and when entered 
into with God’s blessings, marriage is a great joy. 
 Since God is the creator of marriage, it is proper then that the wedding  
service should be something in which He is honored and glorified. While dresses and 
flowers, tuxedos and receptions add to the beauty and joy of this celebration, it is of 
greater importance that we focus on the essence of marriage—making vows of love 
and faithfulness before God. What this means is that the wedding ceremony is more 
than a ceremony. It is a service of worship in which we give praise to God, seek His 
guidance and place ourselves before Him. 
 Furthermore, we truly believe that the wedding service is just one day in the 
continuing life of Christian people of this  
congregation. We hope to have an ongoing relationship with the people whom we 
marry. Certainly one of the ways that couples grow in marriage is by growing in their 
faith through worship  
opportunities, educational experiences and the on-going Christian life of our church. 
 May the Lord truly bless your wedding day and your life together as you  
worship and serve Him. 
 

MARRIAGE POLICY 
 The marriage policy of St. Paul Lutheran Church, a member congregation of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, is and always has been consistent with the 
Synod’s beliefs on marriage. We believe that marriage is a sacred union of one man 
and one woman (Genesis 2:24-25), and that God gave marriage as a picture of the 
relationship between Christ and His bride the Church (Ephesians 5:32). The official 
position of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, as set forth in 1998 Res. 3-21 (“To 
Affirm the Sanctity of Marriage and to Reject Same-Sex Unions”), is that homosexual 
unions come under categorical prohibition in the Old and New Testaments (Leviticus 
18:22, 24; 20:13; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Timothy 1:9-10) as contrary to the Creator’s 
design (Romans 1:26-27). These positions and beliefs can be found on the LCMS 
website, along with other statements, papers and reports on the subject of homosexu-
ality and same-sex civil unions and “marriage.” Our pastors will not officiate over any 
marriages inconsistent with these beliefs, and our church property may not be used 
for any marriage ceremony, reception or other activity that would be inconsistent with 
our beliefs and this policy. 
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WHERE DO WE START? 
After your engagement and after you have selected a tentative date for 
your wedding, it is important that you make an appointment with the 
pastor as soon as possible. It is important that no arrangements be made 
until you have determined the availability of the church and the pastor. 

 

PRE-MARRIAGE COUNSELING 
The pastors of St. Paul require that all couples wishing to be married at 
the church go through pre-marriage counseling. One part involves your 
initial visit with the pastor who will be doing your wedding. At this 
time some basic information will be gathered to assist the officiating 
pastor. Also, the pastor will share with you some information you will 
want to have as you begin your wedding plans. There are a variety of 
different resources available for premarital counseling. The pastor who 
agrees to marry you will recommend a premarital counseling approach 
that he feels would best serve you and prepare you for marriage. One 
option for premarital counseling is available through Life Innovations, 
Prepare/Enrich Inc. of Minneapolis, MN. This resource utilizes 165 
questions covering eleven different areas of your relationship such as: 
 

• Children and Parenting 
• Communication 
• Conflict Resolution 
• Equalitarian Roles 
• Family and Friends 
• Financial Management 
• Leisure Activities 
• Personality Issues 
• Realistic Expectations 
• Religious Orientation 
• Sexual Relationship 

 
This survey may be completed either electronically or on a form  
provided by the pastor. Once the results of the survey are summarized 
and reported back by Prepare/Enrich, additional sessions can be  
scheduled to review the information. The cost to have this survey  
processed is $35 which we ask you to pay at the initial session. 
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THE OFFICIATING PASTOR 
St. Paul Lutheran Church has two pastors. Either of the  

pastors is willing to officiate at your wedding if his schedule permits. 
Only one pastor, however, is necessary for a wedding, and we would 
encourage you not to request both pastors to participate. 

In the event that either the prospective bride or groom desires 
to have an outside pastor take part in the service, this must be shared 
with the officiating pastor early in the planning process. If it is agreed 
that this is acceptable, then the officiating pastor will make the  
invitation to the guest pastor to participate. 

 

REHEARSAL DIRECTOR 
In addition to the pastor working with you as a couple to plan 

your wedding, we offer the services of several other individuals as 
well. After your initial contact with the pastor, you will want to get in 
touch with our Rehearsal Director as soon as possible. It is her  
responsibility to answer any questions about specific arrangements 
for the rehearsal and the day of the wedding. The rehearsal director is 
an excellent resource in a number of areas. She will be on hand to 
lead you through the rehearsal and the day of the wedding as well. 

We ask that you coordinate all decorations with the Rehearsal 
Director. She has suggestions on what is appropriate for a Christian 
wedding. If you plan to include the unity candle as part of the service, 
a unity candelabra is available for your use. We ask you to provide 
dripless candles, if possible. Candles may be purchased from L.V. S. 
Church Supplies (119 Allamanda Drive, Lakeland, 683-3226. Office 
hours at L.V.S. are 9:00am—11:45am, 1:00pm-4:30pm, Monday-
Friday.) 

 

MUSIC 
Selecting appropriate music for a Christian wedding is also 

important. The Minister of Music at St. Paul is one of your next  
contacts. She will meet with you as a couple to pick music and make 
suggestions as to what music will best convey that your wedding is a 
Christian worship service. Your specific music requests need to be 
made known to the organist as soon as possible. The Minister of  



4 

Music and/or Pastor has final say on what music is appropriate for a 
Christian wedding service. It will be generally expected that our  
Minister of Music will serve as organist for your wedding. However, 
if a guest organist is requested, that must be approved by our Minister 
of Music. Also, any arrangements for soloists or instrumentalists 
should be made through our Minster of Music. 

 

VISUAL MEDIA 
If you wish to play a video/DVD/Powerpoint in the church 

before or during the wedding our Visual Media Operator must be  
present to run these from the technology room. All removable media 
must be viewed and approved by the pastor two weeks prior to your 
wedding date. There is an additional cost of $150 for this service. 

 

FACILITY USE 
When you secure the date and time for your wedding, the 

Worship Center will automatically be reserved for that time. Rooms 
in which to gather with your wedding party prior to the wedding  
service are available and can be coordinated with the Rehearsal  
Director. Each person in the wedding party is responsible for securing 
his or her own possessions before leaving the facility. The church is 
not responsible for missing items. 

Rice and confetti are discouraged on the premises, both inside 
and out. We recommend bird seed for use outside. 

The Fellowship Center may be used for the reception if you so 
desire. The women in the “Esther Circle” are willing to assist you 
with table decorating and the serving of punch and cake. No alcohol 
allowed. If you desire their assistance, the Rehearsal Director will put 
you in contact with the appropriate person. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
Pictures are a natural part of your wedding day history. In 

making plans for photographs we ask that the following be observed: 
1. A complete list of photographs requested be given to the 

photographer and Rehearsal Director prior to the day of 
the wedding. 
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2. Processional pictures with flash are permitted only as the 
wedding party enters and leaves. No flash pictures are to 
be taken during the wedding service itself. 

3. If video photography is requested, the location of the  
video camera must be approved by the pastor, and this can 
not be moved once the service begins. 
Flash pictures are not permitted during the wedding  
service by the photographer or wedding guests. 

4. Any part of the wedding service can be “re-staged” after 
the service for the purpose of taking pictures. If the  
pastors are to be included in any pictures, these should be 
done immediately following the receiving of guests and 
the signing of the license. 

5. Although it is thought to be “traditional” to take the wed-
ding pictures after the wedding, it is certainly appropriate 
to take as many pictures as you wish prior to the wedding 
service and before your guests arrive. Taking pictures  
prior to the wedding service is also a courtesy to your 
guests who will be waiting for you at the reception. 

 

MARRIAGE LICENSE—POLK COUNTY 
1. To apply for a marriage license, you may go to either the 

Clerk of Courts office in Lakeland (930 E. Parker St.) or 
the courthouse in Bartow (255 Broadway Ave. N., 
Bartow). Both parties must be present to apply for a  
marriage license. 

2. For a first marriage, you will need proof of identification 
(Driver’s License, State ID card, or Birth Certificate). 
There is a 3-day waiting period unless you have taken a 
Marriage Preparation Course from someone registered on 
the Polk County Premarital Course Providers list. If both 
parties have taken the preparation course there is no  
waiting period and the cost of the license is $61, cash  
only. Otherwise, the cost of the license is $93.50 in cash. 
(No checks.) You will receive the license but it will be 
dated three days from the application date and will not be 
valid until that date. If either party was born outside of the 



United States, you need to provide a certified copy of 
your birth certificate or your passport. The marriage 
license is valid for 60 days. 

3. If you are divorced, you must provide proof of your 
divorce. 
 

Bring your marriage license to church no later than a week 
prior to the rehearsal. The pastor performing the wedding will be 
responsible from that point on to get the marriage license filled 
out and mailed immediately following the wedding service. 

There is a place on the marriage certificate for the  
signatures of two witnesses. This is usually the maid of honor and 
the best man. The signing of the marriage certificate will be done 
immediately following the receiving line and prior to the picture 
taking. 

 

OFFICE ASSISTANCE 
Our church office staff will be happy to assist you in any 

way necessary to secure the final arrangements for your wedding. 
Our church office hours are 7:30am to 4:30pm, Monday through 
Friday. The church phone number is 863-644-7710. 

If you wish to have a printed order of service for your 
wedding guests, this will be prepared by the church publications 
secretary. It is necessary to have all information to the office by 
Monday of the week of the wedding. You will need to pick out 
and purchase the bulletin covers that the service will be printed 
on, and these may also be purchased at L.V.S. Church Supplies. 

All fees for your wedding service at the church must be 
paid two weeks prior to the scheduled date of your wedding. The 
church will see that the appropriate fees are distributed to the  
appropriate people. 

 

FINALLY 
It is our hope that the enclosed information is helpful to 

you as you make your wedding plans. If we can help in any other 
way, please contact the church office at 863-644-7710. 
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CHURCH PARTICIPANTS and FEE SCHEDULE 
 

_____ Contact the pastor to make an appointment and secure a date on the  
calendar for your wedding. The church office number is 863-644-7710 x410. 

 Rev. Ron Pennekamp  rpennekamp@stpaullakeland.org 
 

_____ Contact the Rehearsal Director for wedding arrangements. 
 Allison Braun    863-944-7804 / allisonvbraun@gmail.com 
 

_____ Contact the Minister of Music for musical arrangements. 
 Gloria Klockziem    863-839-9693 x415 / gklockziem@stpaullakeland.org 

 
 

 
(OPTIONAL EXTRA: Visual Media Operator $150) 

 
The above fees are due two weeks prior to the wedding date. 

 

PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING FEE: $30 
This includes the processing fee for the Prepare/Enrich, Inc., materials that 

will be used during the pre-marital counseling session. 
Fee should be paid at the first session. 
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MEMBER  
Worship Center Fee: $450 

This includes Rehearsal Director, 
Minister of Music, Property  

Manager, & facility use.  
An honorarium for the pastor is not 
included and is the responsibility of 

the member. 
 

Reception in  
Fellowship Center: $275 

This includes general use, opening/
closing, trash removal, day/damp 
mop. Table/chair set up & take 

down is an additional $150. 
Kitchen use is prohibited. 

NON-MEMBER  
Worship Center fee: $900 

(Includes a refundable security 
deposit of $200) 

This includes Pastor, Rehearsal  
Director, Minister of Music,  

Properties Manager, & Facility use. 
 

Reception in  
Fellowship Center: $600 

(Includes a refundable security 
deposit of $200) 

This includes general use, opening/
closing, trash removal, day/damp 
mop. Table/chair set up & take 

down is an additional $150. 
Kitchen use is prohibited. 


